


Cancer Registries

As of January 1, 1956, operation of a cancer registry became a minimum require-
ment—in addition to (1) a Committee on Cancer and (2) a Cancer Consultation
Service or a Cancer Consultation and Treatment Service—for survey, by the American
College of Surgeons, of cancer programs in general and special hospitals conducting
cancer clinics and cancer diagnostic clinics. Details of organization and operational
procedures for a satisfactory cancer registry have been worked out by the Committee
on Cancer of the American College of Surgeons and are published as a Manual for
Registries and Cancer Clinical Activities by the Department of Professional Services
and Accreditation, American College of Surgeons, 40 East Erie St., Chicago 11, Illi-
nois, at 50 cents per copy. This twenty-page brochure contains pattern blanks for
recording pertinent data, a Cancer Registry Abstract, a Year Book (Accession Regis-
ter), and a Patient Index Card.*

A cancer registry, to be accredited by the Committee on Cancer, American College
of Surgeons, must contain the record of every cancer patient, private and public, in-
patient and out-patient, admitted to the hospital. It includes a standardized aostract
of each patient’s clinical record and annual follow-up notes.

Operation of cancer registries should be extended beyond the special cancer insti-
tutions to include all facilities concerned with diagnosis or treatment of cancer and
with the statistical study of cancer, at county, state, and national levels. When this has
been accomplished, workers in this field will have reliable statistical information upon
which to base further research and improvements in the diagnosis, treatment, prognosis,
and control of cancer.

*Forms acceptable for use in accredited Cancer Registries are commercially available in quantity from
Medical Case History Bureau, 17 West 60th Street, New York 23, New York.




