


tions were first made in 1963 by G. I. Abelev of the Zilber School in Moscow,
who reported that transplantable mouse hepatomas synthesized and secreted into
the blood a fetal a-globulin. Here is one example of a direct and close sequence
from an experimental laboratory model and the clinic. [October]

M. A. Basombrio (Institute for Cancer Research, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania)
made a systematic search for common antigens among 25 sarcomas induced by
methylcholanthrene in mice. As reported previously by others, no common anti-
gens were found as tested by rejection of tumor cell inocula. This remarkably
high degree of antigenic individuality of sarcomas induced by methylcholan-
threne contrasts sharply with virus-induced neoplasms. An immunologic ‘“‘com-
mon denominator” is not demonstrable by cell rejection technics, but may well
be defined in the future by other methodologies. [October]

G. M. Lyon (Duke University Medical Center, Durham, North Carolina) ex-
tends the intriguing 1964 observations of Burdman and Goldstein that sera of
children with neuroblastoma stimulated maturational growth of explanted chick
sympathetic ganglion cells. This factor (NGF) subsequently was also found in
Sarcoma 180, snake venom and mouse salivary gland extract. Lyon used tissue
cultures of neuroblastoma, which demonstrated increased growth rate by addi-
tion of mouse salivary gland extract or ascitic fluid from a patient with neuro-
blastoma. The NGF is nondialyzable and heat labile. Its identification, perhaps
by immunologic methods, might allow diagnostic applications. [October]

G. Bonadonna, et al. (National Cancer Institute, Milan, Italy) present an
evaluation of adriamycin, an anthracycline compound produced by a Strepto-
myces; it is closely related to daunorubicin. In phase 1 and 2 studies on 146
patients, it was shown to have antineoplastic effects in lymphoma, neuroblastoma,
Ewing’s sarcoma, soft-tissue sarcoma and choriocarcinoma as well as in leuke-
mias. The toxic effects are the familiar stomatitis, bone marrow depression and
alopecia. Both therapeutic and toxic effects appear early, and the usefulness of
the drug may be limited to the induction of remission. In general, it does not
seem to have any notable superiority over daunorubicin, but formal clinical trials
are necessary to establish this point. [October]

In 1773 the Academy of Lyons offered a prize for the best answer to the question
““What is cancer?”’ A young man by the name of Bernard Peyrihle got the prize for
a thesis that gives a very good summary of the knowledge of the time. “There must be
a special cancer virus,’” he said, “that is responsible for the alteration of the lymph.”
He tried to make experiments. He injected cancer material, taken from a cancer of
the breast, into a dog. Unfortunately, the experiment did not come to an end. The dog
barked so terribly that it was killed by the doctor’s landlady.

—Henry E. Sigerist on the History of Medicine, edited by Felix
Marti-lbanez, M.D. New York, MD Publications, 1960, P. 64.
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