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LEARNING MEDICINE

. The faculty member must serve as a model, both in conduct and inspiration. How
can one teach the approaches to and solutions of the major problems of life and death, or
health and disease, unless he has personally, actively and continuously engaged in some
measure of this responsibility? How can a student be directed toward a genuine concern
for the sick and a personal dedication to his patient when he has seen little or no such
involvement demonstrated by his mentors? How can a student prepare for his role of
alleviator in the real world of misery, exemplified by poverty, isolation, neglect, old age,
deformity of mind and body, when these matters have come to him as bits and pieces of
science within science, dysfunction detached from its bearer, a greater concern for the
process than the product? And in this last phrase is the major criticism of our fetish of
curriculum—we are more concerned with the process than the product, and, even more
sadly, some holders of faculty titles are interested in neither.

—Frank Wray McKee, “Physicians for the care of the sick.”
J. Med. Educ. (Chicago) 5: 122-127, 1970.
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