


Medicine, Atlanta, Georgia) describe
the chemotherapeutic results as dis-
couraging and no better than reports of
methotrexate given in more conven-
tional ways, but they do indicate a
reduced toxicity.

What happens to patients who are
cured of cervical cancer by radiation?
Do they die of radiation induced cancers
or leukemia? C. Zippin and others
(University of California, San Fran-
cisco, California) have been following
a group of 497 such women, with a
minimum follow-up time now of 17
years and a maximum of 36 years.
They find no evidence that pelvic
radiation therapy had a life shortening
effect on women successfully treated
for cervical cancer. No deaths from
leukemia were found, although an
internationally cited model for risk of
leukemia induction from radiation
would have predicted seven cases.

There is a group of breast cancer
patients who are at high risk to
develop cancer in the other breast. H. P.
Leis (New York Medical College, New
York, New York) defines this group;
in general, they are women under 50
with a familial history of breast cancer
who have an early multicentric, good
histologic type of cancer in the first
breast, and therefore, a good prognosis
for long-term survival. In this group
he advises prophylactic simple mastec-
tomy of the remaining breast, and
reports 16 unsuspected cancers found
in 91 such patients.

The Creative Man

E. M. Chatty and K. M. Earle report
on an unusually large series, 201 cases,
of medulloblastoma. They call atten-
tion to some important factors rela-
tive to prognosis that are not generally
appreciated. Histologically the
desmoplastic type is associated with
much longer survival than the classical
type. Survival was remarkably better
for adults than for children. Survival
was also strikingly better for tumors
located in the cerebellar hemisphere
than for those in the midline. Regard-
less of these differences in prognosis,
however, most patients succumbed to
the disease; only 7 of the 201 sur-
vived 10 years. Four patients developed
metastases to the bones, lung or
pleura; it is not stated whether or not
any developed spinal cord metastases,
apoint of interest to the therapist.

The image created . . . has led us to suppose that people of high originality are some-
how lawless. But the truly creative man is not an outlaw but a lawmaker. Every great
creative performance since the initial one has been in some measure a bringing of order
out of chaos. It brings about a new relatedness, connects things that did not previously
seem connected, sketches a more embracing framework, moves toward larger and more
inclusive understandings.—John W. Gardner, Self Renewal. New York: Harper Colophon,
1963. P. 39.
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