


A Spirit of Adventure:
A Personal Tribute to

Wendell C. Scott, M.D.
(1905-1972)

The onrushing flood of future possi
bilities brings with them a spirit of ad
venture; a need for bold, imaginative
thinking; a willingness to gamble on
provocative new concepts; the courage
to break away from entrenched view
points, and the aggressiveness to bring
them into reality.
â€”¿�WendellG. Scott, M.D. The Chang

ing Concepts in Control and Preven
tion of Cancer. Presidential Address
to the American Cancer Society, Oc
tober28, 1964.

It was exhilarating just being in his
presence. His quick smile and sponta
neous chuckle induced an atmosphere of
friendship and warmth. His bright and
alert look, the way he leaned forward to
greet you, said that here was a man of ac
tion. He was impatient, although always
courteous and diplomatic, about unnec
essary delays, postponements and ob
stacles to rapid achievement, and a me
ticulous planner of the details and orga
nization needed to get the desired re
sults. This was Dr. Wendell G. Scott
â€”¿�aman of extreme capability and
considerable achievement.

We greatly respected his stature in the
world of medicine, yet it somehow
seemed right to call him â€œ¿�Scottie.â€•He
was President of the American Cancer
Society; Professor of Clinical Radiol
ogy, Washington University School of

Medicine; President of the American
Roentgen Ray Society; Editor of the
journal Cancer; Chancellor of the
American College of Radiology; Con
sultant to the Surgeon General with the
rank of Rear Admiral in the Navy;
Member of the National Cancer Advi
sory Board; recipient of the American
Cancer Society's highest citation, the
Annual National Awardâ€”and held a
host of other titles and committee re
sponsibilities which, if listed, would
challenge those of lesser energy. It was
said that he had 24 jobs a dayâ€”one for
each hour.

When Scottie accepted an assignment
for the American Cancer Society, things
began to happen, and quickly. He was a
man soon in motion. Telephones
buzzed, visits were arranged, meetings
called, committees appointed, confer
ences organized, documents drafted and
the goals achieved in seemingly im
possible short periods of time. The en
thusiasm he generated for professional
education, the earlier diagnosis of
cancer and the use of modern tech
nological resources captured all who
were near him. Even as an intern at St.
Louis' Barnes Hospital in the 1930's it
was said, â€œ¿�GiveScottie the jobâ€”he
works harder than anybody else.â€• Most
of us change with the years; Dr. Scott's
appetite for hard work did not.

Although Scottie served a variety of
organizations and pursued a wide range
of interests, we never had the feeling
that he was being shared with others.
This trait of total commitment was typi
cal of everything he chose to do, and we
could always rely on him for a solid and
outstanding performance. He lived by
the adage, â€œ¿�Wework not only to pro
duce, but to give value to time.â€•

Dr. Wendell G. Scott lost only one
battle in his lifeâ€”to the disease he was
so eager to control.
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