


Although the right superior temporo-
sphenoidal convolution was somewhat
softened it was not so to any great ex-
tent, and it was probably recent and due
to mechanical infiltration. During life
the hearing of the left ear was perfect.
The comparative deafness on the right
side was due to deficiency in the audi-
tory apparatus and not to a central
lesion.

The destruction of the centrum ovale
for the main part corresponded with that
of the cortical substance above. Its exact
limits were difficult to define owing to
the gradual softening in the neighbour-
hood. The internal capsule, corpus cal-
losum side was and basal ganglia were,
however, intact. So also was the re-
mainder of the brain. The intellect, other
senses, with all the organs and functions
of the body except those already de-
tailed, remained normal till the last.

Such are the main points of interest
and reflections concerning a case which
throughout has been a source of great
anxiety and responsibility. This has
chiefly been due to the fact that we have
not had the advantage of any precedent
of alike nature to guide us in our
methods of procedure. Operations on
the brain substance have not been un-
common in the history of medicine, but

these have hitherto been performed ei-
ther for the relief of surgical injuries, or
for disease indicated by local manifesta-
tions. We have nowhere been able to
discover the recorded example of a case
where a cerebral tumour was diagnosed
by the symptoms observed, without visi-
ble or tangible external signs, and was in
consequence operated on and success-
fully removed. Since this has been ac-
complished in the present instance, the
public papers have asserted that the
same has already been carried outon
several occasions in the Royal Infirmary
of Glasgow. To this it can only be said
that up to the present date no report of
such proceedings is to be found in medi-
cal or scientific literature.

In conclusion, we would observe that,
although unfortunately in this instance
life was not permanently preserved, the
experience we have gained by this case
leads us to the belief that there is an en-
couraging prospect for the future of ce-
rebral medicine and surgery, and that as
a tumour of the brain can be diagnosed
with precision and successfully removed
without immediate danger to life, we
confidently anticipate that under more
favorable circumstances the operation
will be performed with lasting benefit to
the patient.

The Art of Medicine

The practice of medicine from its very nature is destructive to consecutive thought; its
continuous practice weakens the very power to think consecutively . . . upon problems
relating to the nature of disease, a matter very vital to progress.—Sir Thomas Lewis,
Observations on research in medicine: Its position and its needs. British Medical Journal

1:479-483, 1930.
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