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The Increasing Social Role of Science

Today's public is more interested in solving social ills than in science and technology. At the
same time, the increasing complexity and intrusiveness of science-based technology have in
creased the public's expectations of accountability and have sharpened its criticisms. Scien
tists now find it difficult to separate themselves from the institutional and political dimensions
of their work. Those who sit on committees advocating curriculum reform have basically
agreed on the desirability of broadening the curricula to produce scientists able and willing
to work toward the goals of educating both themselves and the public about science and its
role in society.â€”Dorothy Zinberg, â€œ¿�AStrategy for Science Education in the 1970's.â€•
Science 179:1187, 1974.
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