


Despite our sorrow at his passing, it is
with fondness that we, who were his stu-
dents and colleagues, remember Dr. Jo-
seph Farrow. During more than 40 years
of service at Memorial Hospital for
Cancer and Allied Diseases in New
York, Dr. Farrow encouraged and
inspired us, setting a rare example of
greatness. To such praise, he would
have reacted with humility; in our
distress, he would have comforted us.
This was the nature of the man—mod-
est, reassuring, compassionate. A man
who, in spite of his accomplishments
and seniority, preferred to be simply
called ‘‘Uncle Joe.”’

Dr. Farrow was totally devoted to the
daily management of his patients. He
was a surgical oncologist, by vocation
and avocation. Meticulous in the operat-
ing room and scrupulous in the details
of patient care, Dr. Farrow was the es-
sence of the physician who excels in the
art.of medicine.

I clearly see him making his rounds,
deliberate, unhurried and calm, even in
stressful situations; always charming,
polite and courteous, he was charac-
teristically a ‘‘Southern ‘Gentleman,”’
even after several decades spent in New
York.

Joseph Farrow received his under-
graduate and graduate degrees from the
University -of Virginia, the state in
which he was born. After an internship
and residency in surgery, he studied sur-
gical oncology at Memorial Hospital for
another four years. In 1937, Dr. Farrow
joined the attending staff of the Breast
Service, and devoted a medical lifetime
to diseases of the breast.

His career was interrupted from 1942-
1946 by World War II, in which he was
aCommander in the U.S. Navy Medical

VOL. 27, NO. 3 MAY/JUNE 1977

Corps. In 1960, he became Attending
Surgeon and Chief of the Breast Service
at Memorial Hospital and Clinical Asso-
ciate Professor of Surgery at Cornell
University Medical College in New
York City.

Dr. Farrow’s contributions to the un-
derstanding and treatment of breast
cancer are vast and diverse. He reported
on early detection, hormonal therapy,
bilateral simultaneous radical mastec-
tomy, radiation therapy, mammogra-
phy, rehabilitation and breast cancer in
young and pregnant women. With Dr.
Frank Adair, he was the first to recom-
mend orchiectomy for metastatic cancer
of the male breast. His findings have
been published in more than 70 articles,
in addition to books, proceedings and
compendiums.

His colleagues recognized these ac-
complishments by electing him. Presi-
dent of the American Radium Society
and President of the New York Cancer
Society. But perhaps the signal honor
and reward of his life was his election
as President of the James Ewing Soci-
ety—the society named for a man he ad-
mired so much.

When Dr. Farrow became Emeritus
Chief in 1969, letters poured in from all
over the world, expressing appreciation
for what he had meant to the careers of
so many physicians. These letters fill
four massive books. From time to time
Uncle Joe would flip the pages and
express his amazement over the praise
bestowed on him.

Joseph Farrow belongs to that special
group of truly great physicians, those
few giants on whose shoulders we stand
today. The gift of his knowledge, his
kindness and his friendship will always
remain with us. (G



