


difficult to analyze the results in any
meaningful way. It does appear that lipo-
sarcoma is a highly curable disease in
children, whereas neurosarcoma and an-
giosarcoma are much more difficult to
treat.

SUMMARY

The 'management of solid cancers in chil-
dren has been revolutionized by the devel-
opment of multidisciplinary treatment,
which has not only increased survival but
has turned the once hopeless outlook into
one of cautious optimism. In the past, the
diseases were poorly understood because
so few children survived, and only scat-

tered small series were reported in the
literature. With increased survival, more
of these young patients are now available
for study, resulting in a better understand-
ing of the natural history of these diseases.
Extensive cooperative projects, in which
randomized trials have been carried out,
have further improved the management
of the childhood cancers. Studies of the
immunological and pathological features
of these tumors are just beginning to give
meaningful information. The long-term
effects of treatment, both physical and
psychosocial, must still be evaluated.
Thus, despite a decade of remarkable
progress, a great deal of work remains to
be done in improving protocols and
achieving a better quality of survival for
these children.

MEDICAL TERMS —PAST AND PRESENT

Some pathological terms that are purely descriptive are as useful today as ever.
Abscessus = a withdrawal or separation aptly characterizes a soft-tissue infection that
is “walled off” from surrounding structures. In this sense it appears in the medical
works of the Roman encylcopedist Celsus, who wrote during the lifetime of Christ.
Celsus also uses the Latin cancer =crab to indicate an eroding and ulcerating lesion.
This word has an interesting progeny in the language of modern medicine. We employ
it unchanged as an English term for malignancies in general, though with the advance
of microscopic pathology it has become more of a lay term than a technical one. ..

In German, Krebs =crab is the usual term employed by laity and physicians alike
in speaking of malignant disease. The expression Krebsmilch, meaning a white secre-
tion from the nipple in patients with carcinoma of the breast, thus has the somewhat
fanciful alternate meaning crab milk. Carcinoma is derived from the Greek word for
crab, karkinos.

From: The Language of Medicine: Its Evolution, Structure and Dynamics, by John H. Dirckx,
M.D., published by Harper and Row, Inc., page 47.
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