


the statistics and a more detailed analysis
of various Federal and private plans is to
be found in an article from the Depart-
ment of Surgical Practice of the American
College of Surgeons in the December 1978
BULLETIN of the College.

A county medical society in Maine
has started a six-month trial program of
free second opinions, whereas medical
societies in several states have strongly
criticized the Prudential program for its
interventionist approach. Mandatory pro-
grams for Medicaid patients in Massachu-
setts and New York have employed a vari-
ety of patterns, involving the local Pro-
fessional Standards Review Organization
(PSRO) and selected operative procedures
susceptible to overuse.

The way in which ‘‘savings’’ are calcu-
lated by the Health Care Financing Ad-
ministration from a series of dubious as-
sumptions and projections makes inter-
esting reading for connoisseurs of Federal
economic fairy tales. But even if one chal-
lenges successfully the fiscal utility of the

program, the Federal apologists can re-
treat into a sanctimonious, spurious con-
cern for *“the patient’s involvement in the
decision-making process,” as if the pres-
ent doctor-patient relationship abrogates
the patient’s right in that respect.

The American College of Surgeons is
vitally interested in keeping surgical and
other medical care costs as low as possible,
even to the point of recognizing that a
kind of rationing of services may be im-
posed by inflation and the inexhaustible
desire of the population for health care
services. The public will have to realize,
despite the promises of demagogues, that
every possible medical treatment for every-
one may not be affordable. It is a sham,
however, to introduce a series of bureau-
cratic road blocks under the guise of fos-
tering greater economy, or more patient
involvement when all that results is delay
or denial of needed treatment, under a
scheme that may well save nothing or even
increase the cost in both dollars and hu-
man suffering. Q

WHAT IS CANCER?

Cancer is a general name for a great variety of different growths, so that to speak of
‘the cause of cancer’, or indeed to speak of ‘cancer’ as if it were a single disease, makes
no more sense than to lump together tuberculosis, pneumonia and plague under the
heading of ‘bacteritis’ and to enquire plaintively what is the cause and cure of bacteritis.

From: The Life Science: Current Ideas of Biology, by P. B. Medawar and J.S. Medawar, pub-

lished by Harper and Row, Inc., 1977. Page 114.
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