


separated.Unless,therefore,itcouldbe
shown that inflammation and fever
were likeprocesses,we must conclude
thatthealterationof thebloodinthis
case was independent of inflammation
properlysocalled.

But can we explaintheproduction
ofpusindependentofinflammation?We
reply in the affirmative. The corpuscles
of pus arisein a blastemaformed of

liquorsanguinis.Thisfluid,when exuded
through the blood-vessels, does not there
by initselfundergoany change.Ifany
circumstances, therefore, should arise by
means of which it could be separated
from theredcorpuscleswithintheves
sels,thereisno reasonwhy thesepus
cellsshouldnotbe formedin it.Facts
pointoutthatthiscoagulationhappens
notunfrequently.

FACT AND FALLACY

How often has it not been contemptuously said that â€œ¿�modernmedicine can
not even cure the common cold?â€•What is offensive is not the statement's
falsity (it is true) but its implication: Isn't it pointless to pour billions of
dollars into cancer research when modern medicine . . . ? et cetera. The
problem here is the almost universally held belief that clinically mild dis
eases have simple causes while grave diseases are complex and proportion
ately difficult to understand or cure. There is no truth in either: a common
cold, caused by one or more of a multiplicity of upper respiratory viruses
and with an overlay of allergic reactivity, is an extremely complex ailment

some forms of cancer are simple in origin and can be circumvented:
the cancers caused by smoking and by certain industrial chemicals.

From: PB Medawar: Advice to a young scientist. Harper's 259:43-44, 1979.
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