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H.G. WELLS ON CANCER

The disease of cancer will be banished from life by calm, unhurrying, persistent men
and women, working . . . in hospitals and laboratories, and the motive that will conquer
cancer will not be pity nor horror; it will be curiosity to know how and why.

From: Wells HG: Meanwhile. New York, JH Doran, 1927.
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LEWIS THOMAS ON THE CONTROL OF DISEASE

It is really only within the last 40 years or so that most of us have become convinced
that it is possible to cure certain human diseases, and even now there are some major
disorders for which our minds are set against the possibility. ... Yet I do not believe
there are any barriers to prevent our reaching a deep understanding of disease processes,
and I see no reason why we should not be able ultimately to gain a reasonably satisfactory
control over human disease in general. This has nothing to do with mortality. We will
still die on schedule and probably on something pretty much like today’s schedule, but
I think we can spare ourselves the incapacitating and painful ailments that now make
aging itself a sort of disease.

From: Thomas L: The right track. The Wilson Quarterly 4: 87-98, 1980.
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