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THE FIRST CANCER HOSPITAL

The first cancer hospital opened in Rheims in 1740 under the supervision of the Hotel
Dieu, as the result of the will of Jean Godinot, a Canon of the Rheims Cathedral. In
1779, because of the superstition that cancer was contagious, the hospital was moved
outside the city and named the Hospital St. Louis; it housed cancer patients until 1846,
by which time the fear of contagion had subsided.

From: Pack GT: The history of cancer therapy, in Cancer Management. Philadelphia, Lippincott, 1968.
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WHY ILLNESS?

We become ill, it is now said, because of failures in our lifestyle, or because of lack
of exercise, or being out of touch with our bodies or, and this is the most fashionable

of all, thinking wrong.

From: Thomas L: The right track. The Wilson Quarterly 4: 87-98, 1980.
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