


deeply penetrating, large-field radiation
sources.

His Concept:
A Medical Linear Accelerator

This concept was realized in the medical
linear accelerator, which was proposed by
Dr. Kaplanandexecutedby Ginzton, Mal
lory, and others at Stanford. It was both a
â€œ¿�preciselytuned rifleâ€•that could pinpoint
such small tumors as retinoblastoma and a
source of wide-field, deeply penetrating
photons that could be shaped to match an
entire regional lymphatic system.

Then, by using only the electron beam,
it was shown that the irradiation could be
diffusely but homogeneously directed to
the entire skin surface or restricted to
smaller radiation fields. Later, the exquis
itely designed prospective protocols that
established the radiation treatment of pa
tients with Hodgkin's disease represented
one of the major treatment advances in
cancer therapy of the 20th century.

In the course of his career, Dr. Kaplan
received some 60 medals and awards,
delivered 60 named lectureships, and
received many certificates of merit and
honorary doctorates. He was elevated to
Officier de la Legion d'Honneur, received
the Order of Merit of the Republic of Italy,
the Prix Griffuel, the Atoms for Peace
Award, and the first Charles L. Kettering
Award.

The inevitable outcome of his illness
was known to him long before the final
weeks. Yet he had time to finish work in
the laboratory, finalize manuscripts for
publication, visit with friends, share pre
cious thoughts with those dear to him, and
tell us how he wanted to be remembered.

Reflections on His Life

â€œ¿�I'dlike to be remembered for my accom
plishments that stand the test of time, such
as the work on Hodgkin's disease d
like to be remembered as the co-developer
of the medical linear accelerator for cancer
treatment. . . and for developing not just
the machine but the standards for its

use d like to be remembered for my
service on the National Cancer Advisory
Board in 1960.â€•(At that time, there were
only about 120 radiation therapists in the
United States, and Henry Kaplan was a co
author of the training program that over
the next 15 years produced nearly 2,000

â€œ¿�I'dlike to
be remembered for

my accomplishments that
stand the test

of timeâ€”the work on
Hodgkin's disease. . . and

the medical linear
accelerator.
I'd like to

be remembered as
somebody who had been

basically kind
and deeply concerned

about his patients. . .As
somebody

with a reasonably
good sense of humor, with

a love of
art and music and

literature, and, hopefully,
as a good husband,

a good father,
and a loyal friend.â€•

board-certified radiation therapists in prac
tice today.)

â€œ¿�Theseare the accomplishments. As
for the rest, I'd like to be remembered as
somebody who hadbeenbasicallykindand
deeply concerned about his patients and
very humane in dealing with them. . . . I'd
also like to be remembered as somebody
with a reasonably good sense of humor,
with a love of art and music and literature,
and, hopefully, as a good husband, a good
father, and a loyal friend.â€•

Henry, you are so remembered. @
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