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Thefollowing statement was approved by the Board of Direc
tors of the American Cancer Society on March 3, 1989:

Whereas: The Society recognizesthat estimationof safe
exposure levels involves difficult risk assessment calculations
and that the process of translating such calculations into ac
ceptable food tolerance levels is complex. More research is
needed so that this risk asse3sment process can be as accu
rate as possible, especially with respect to exposures during
early childhood development. By understanding such risks
more fully we can improve our ability to make national cost
benefit judgements between potential adverse biologic effects
of pesticides and the beneficial aspects of their use in food
production. Therefore,

Be It Resolved: The AmericanCancer Societyrecognizes
that many pesticides possess cancer-producing potential for
humans. It is essential, therefore, that we do everything pos
sible to assure that the pesticide residues in foods be kept at
safe levels.
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