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Hieroglyphic transliteration of a portion of the Edwin Smith Surgical Papyrus
(ca. I’FOg %.C.) which probably contains the first mention of breast tumors in
history. The hieroglyphics describe case number 45: “Bulging Tumors of the
Breast.” According to the papyrus “there is no treatment. If thou findest
bulging tumors in any member of a man thou shalt treat him according to these
directions” (in other words, by omitting treatment).

The first article in a new Ca series, “Classies in Oncology,” page 308, is by Sir
James Paget, who also describes an affliction of the breast. Paget treated
breast cancer over three thousand years after the Papyrus was written, but
was no more sanguine about its outcome than the ancient Egyptian physician.

The translation and transliteration are reprinted by permission from: J. H.
Breasted, The Edwin Smith Surgical Papyrus. Published for the New York
Historical Society bﬁz the University of Chicago Press, 1930, p. 405 and Plate
XVI. Courtesy of the New York Historical Society.
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